Introduction

A container is a transportation equipment of value. Its life time may easily
reach 15 years.

Its use has made’possible to rationalize transportatiori of goods with the
result that their transfer from one means of transportation to another has
been speeded up.

For this reason and also for others such as fraud prevention, interchange
control and rating, the identification of a container is of utmost importance
at any stage of the distribution chain: delivery to shipper, delivery to carrier,
delivery to consignee, contract of carriage, transfer from one carrier to
another, customs formalities (export, transit, import), customs temporary
admission, customs seal, insurance, transport manifesting, claim settlement,
maintenance and repair, loss, etc.

As there are several means of identifying containers and in order to avoid
confusion from the great variety of markings, the Bureau International
des Containers has grouped the available data into a single document, the
BIC-CODE.

Qriginally dedicated to the publication of 1SO alpha codes for container
owners, the BIC-CODE now comprises documentation related to:

the Customs Convention on Containers

the International Convention on Safe Containers

the Customs Convention on international movement of goods under
cover of TIR carnets

the Customs Convention on the international transit of goods

the International Organization for Standardization (1SO), which all
provide for a specific marking as shown below.

various other markings also result from National regulations, dangerous
goods regulations and National Standard institutes.

1. Customs Convention on Containers

1.0 General

The Customs Convention on Containers (1972 - effective since 6 Decem-
ber 1975) grants under certain conditions, temporary admission facilities
to containers, loaded or not, which are due to be reexported within three
months from the date of importation. This period may be extended upon
request.

The convention is applicable in the following countries:

Algeria Georgia Russian Federation
Australia Greece™ Serbia and Montenegro
Austria Hungary Slovakia
Azerbaijan Indonesia Spain

Belarus Kazakhstan Switzerland
Bulgaria Korea (Rep. of) Trinidad & Tobago
Burundi Lithuania Turkey

Canada Morocco Ukraine

China New Zealand United States
Cuba Poland Uzbekistan
Finland Romania

Countries marked with * have signed but not ratified the Convention.

Note : the following countries apply the 1956 Convention :

Antigua and Barbuda Germany Montenegro
Belgium Ireland Netherlands
Bosnia and Herzegovina Israel Norway

Cambodia Italy Portugal
Cameroon Jamaica Sierra Leone
Croatia Japan Slovenia

Czech Republic Luxembourg Solomon Islands
Denmark Malawi Sweden

France Mauritius United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
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1.1 Approval

The temporary admission facilities are granted only to containers approved
by the competent authority of the country of manufacture. The purpose of
the approval is to certify that the container is constructed and equipped in
such a manner that ) :

a) no goods can be removed from, or introduced into, its sealed part
without leaving visible traces of tampering or without breaking the
customs seal, .

b) it contains no concealed spaces where goods could be hidden,

¢ all spaces capable of holding good are readily accessible for customs
inspection,

d) customs seals can be simply and effectively affixed to it.

Where the containers are manufactured by type series, the manufacturer
may apply for approval by design type. In such case, he shall state in his
application the identification numbers or letters which he assigns to the
type of containers to which his application for approval relates to.

It is recommended in such case to use the ISO type identification code
described in section 5.2.2.A and B.

1.2 Data plate

The beneficiary of the approval shall affix the approval plate described he-
reafter to the approved container before its use for the transport of goods
under customs seal.

The plate shall be permanently affixed in a clearly visible place adjacent to
any other approval plate issued for official purpose {see introduction).

Metal plate Container wall
A
APPROVED FOR TRANSPORT ﬂ
UNDER CUSTOM SEAL 0
NL/26/73 mm
MANUFACTURERS N°......evvviieiinnns
TYPE ..ot OF THE CONTAINER
\
- 200 mm >

Minimum dimensions 200 x 100 mm

1.3 Other markings

The Customs Convention on Containers also stipulates in Annex 1 that the
following data must be durably marked on containers

a) the identification of the owner or principal operator.
The identity of the owner or principal operator may be shown by his
initials provided they constitute an established identification and the
1S0 alpha code (ISO 6346) satisfies to this requirement (see section 7)

b) the identification number of the container given by the owner or
operator

¢ the tare weight of the container, including all permanently fixed equip-
ment

d) the country to which the container belongs must be shown using the
1SO 2-letter code (see 5.2.3).




2. International Convention
for Safe Containers (C.S.C.)
2.0 General ' ‘

The international Convention for Safe Containers establishes criteria for
the testing, inspection, approval, maintenance and control of containers.
It is applicable to new and existing containers used in international
transport, except to containers designed for air transport, in the following
countries:

Afghanistan Estonia Kazakhstan Poland
Angola Finland Kenya Portugal
Argentina France Korea Dem. Romania
Australia Georgia People’s Rep. Russian
Austria Germany Korea, Republic of Federation
Bahamas Greece Latvia Saudi Arabia
Barbados Guinea Lebanon Serbia
Belarus Guyana Liberia Slovakia
Belgium Honduras Lithuania Slovenia
Benin Hong Kong, China  Luxembourg South Africa
Bolivia (Associate Member) Macao, China Spain

Brazil Hungary Marshall Islands ~ Sweden
Bulgaria leeland Mexico Syrian Arab
Canada India Montenegro Republic
Cape Verde Indonesia Morocco Tonga

Chile Iran (Islamic Netherlands Tunisia
China Republic of) New Zealand Ukraine
Croatia Israel Nigeria United Kingdom
Cuba Italy Norway United States
Cyprus Japan Pakistan Vanuatu
Czech Republic  Jordan Peru Yemen
Denmark

The term ,international transport” means transport between points of
departure and destination situated in the territory of two countries to

at least one of which the CSC applies. The CSC applies when part of a
transport operation between two countries takes place in the territory of
a country to which the CSC applies. The term ,new container” means a
container the construction of which was commenced on or after the date
of entry into force of the Convention for safe containers.

The term ,existing container” means a container which is not new.

2.1 Approval

Application for approval shall be made to the Administration of any con-
tracting country by

- the manufacturer, for new containers,

- the owner, for existing containers.

Any Administration may entrust testing, inspection and approval to any
organization duly authorized by it.

2.2 Data Plate

A safety approval plate, conforming to the model below, permanent, non-
corrosive and fire-proof shall be affixed to the container.

The words ,CSC SAFETY APPROVAL" of a minimum letter height of 8 mm
and all other words and numbers of a minimum height of 5 mm shall be
stamped into, embossed on or indicated on the surface of the plate in any
other permanent and legible way.

CSC SAFETY APPROVAL

(1) [GB-Li74902/7{75]

(2) Date Manufactured ..

(3) Identification Ne.....

(4)  Maximum Gross Weight

(5)  Allowable Stack Weight
For 1,89

(6) Racking Test Load Value

EQ 8 mm c
o min. -

- 4(1) [GB-L/749/2/]

min.

3. TIR Customs Convention

The TIR Convention permits to avoid payment or deposit of export and
import duties and taxes at customs offices en route provided the transport
operations are guaranteed by associations approved by competent national
authorities and the goods are carried in containers or in other transport
units such as road vehicles approved for the transport under customs seal.
As a general rule, goods carried under the TIR procedure are not subject

to examination at Customs offices en route, except when irregularity is
suspected.

Containers approved for the transport under Customs seal in accordance
with the Customs Convention on Containers need not to be approved sepa-
rately for the purpose of the TIR Convention. Otherwise an approval plate
similar to that established by the Customs convention on containers must
be obtained by the manufacturer.

The TIR convention is applicable in the following countries:

Afghanistan  European Latvia Slovakia

Albania Communities Lebanon Slovenia

Algeria Finland Liberia Spain

Armenia France Lithuania Sweden

Austria Georgia Luxembourg Switzerland

Azerbaijan Germany Malta Syrian Arab Republic
Belarus Greece Moldova Tajikistan

Belgium Hungary Mongolia The Former Yugoslav
Bosnia and Indonesia Montenegro Republic of Macedonia
Herzegovina  Iran (Islamic  Morocco Tunisia

Bulgaria Republic of)  Netherlands Turkey

Canada Ireland Norway Turkmenistan

Chile Israel Poland Ukraine

Croatia Italy Portugal United Arab Emirates
Cyprus Jordan Republic of Korea  United Kingdom

Czech Republic Kazakhstan ~ Romania United States of America
Denmark Kuwait Russian Federation Uruguay

Estonia Kyrgyzstan  Serbia Uzbekistan

4. Customs Convention
on Temporary Admission

The ITI Convention now included as Annex B.3 to the Convention of Tempo-
rary Admission (Istanbul, 26.6.1990), is intended to apply to the internatio-
nal transport goods in containers and in other transport units such as road
vehicles, railway wagons, inland waterways vessels, barges, etc... approved
for the transport under customs seal, and permits to avoid, under certain
conditions:

- payment or deposit of import duties at the customs office of departure
or at offices en route,

- customs examination at offices en route,

- customs transit formalities additional to those laid down in the
[Tl convention.

Containers approved for the transport of goods under customs seal under
the Customs Convention on Containers (see section 1)

- the TIR convention (see section 3) - shall not need to be
approved separately for the purposes of the IT| convention.

The [TI Convention is applicable in the following countries:

Algeria Finland Macedonia  Federation
Andorra France Mali Slovakia
Australia Germany Malta - Slovenia
Austria Ghana Mauritius South Africa
Belarus Greece Mongolia Spain
Belgium Hong Kong, China Morocco Sudan
Bulgaria Hungary Netherlands ~ Sweden
Chili Ireland Niger Switzerland
China Israel Nigeria Tajikistan
Croatia Italy Pakistan Thailand
Cyprus Jotdan Poland Turkey
Czech Republic Latvia Portugal Ukraine
Denmark Lithuania Romania United Kingdom
Estonia Luxembourg Russian Zimbabwe

European Communities
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5. International Organization
for Standardization (1SO)

5.0 General .

The International Organization for Standardization (IS0) is a worldwide
federation of national standards institutes which develops international
standards through its technical committees. International governmental
and non-governmental organisations also take part in the work.

For the purpose of identifying containers,

/IS0 has established and published :

- 1SO 1496 Technical data on containers
- 1S0 6346 Coding, identification and marking of containers

The complete text of 1SO international standards may be obtained through
the national member bodies of ISO of which the names and addresses are
given in section 9.

5.1 Tank containers - technical data
(1SO 1496 part 3)

The following data aliowing tank identification shall be permanently mar-
ked by stamping, embossing or other means and shall not be painted so as
to obscure the markings.

No dimensions for characters are specified in the standard.

Type code designation
Date of original hydrostatic test  Year/Month
Test pressure kgflem2
1bffin2
Maximum allowable kgflem2
working pressure Ibf[in2
Total capacity litres or US.A. gallons
Date of hydrostatic re-test Year/Month

5.2 Coding, identification and
marking of containers (ISO 6346)

5.2.0 General

International Standard 1SO 6346 establishes
- an identification system

- a country code

- a size and type code- operational marks
which are described hereafter.

5.2.1 ldentification system

The identification system provides uniform international identification of

containers, in documentation and in communication associated with the

movement of containers from door to door. It consists of :

- an owner code: three capital letters of the Latin alphabet to indicate
the owner or principal operator of the container,

- an equipment category identifier which consists of one capital letter of
the Latin alphabet as follows :

- U for all freight containers

- J for detachable freight container-related equipment

- Z for trailers and chassis

- a serial number: six Arabic numerals, left at owner's or operator's option,

- a check digit: one Arabic numeral providing a means of validating the
recording and transmission accuracies of the owner code and serial number.
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For example, a general purpose container having a unique registered owner
code of ABZU and a serial number of 001234 will have the following layout
(vertical or horizontal) :

ABZU

(Owners code)

001 234 3

(Serial number) (Check digit)

5.2.2 Size and type code

This information is mandatory.
When displayed on the container, the size and type codes shall be used as
a whole.

A. Size code designation

The two alphanumeric characters used to designate the size code of the

container are chosen as follows :

- first character, representing the length, in accordance with table 1;

- second character, representing the width and height, in accordance
with table 2. ’

Table 1 - first SIZE-CODE character

Container length Code character
mm ft | in

2 991 10 1
6 068 20 2
9125 30 3
12192 40 4
unassigned 5
unassigned 6
unassigned 7
unassigned 8
unassigned 9
7 150 A
7315 24 B
7 430 24 6 C
7 450 - D
7 820 - E
8 100 - F
12 500 41 G
13 106 43 H
13 600 - K
13716 45 L
14 630 48 M
14935 49 N
16 154 - P
unassigned R

Table 2 - Second SIZE-CODE character

Container width
Code character

Container height

mm ft in | 2438mm> 2438mm  >2500 mm
(8 1t) and 2 2500 mm
2438 8 0
2591 8 6 2 C L
2743 9 4 D M
2895 9 6 5 E N
> 2895 >9 6 6 F P
1295 4 3 8
21219 24 9




B. Type code designation

. The following table gjves the codes to identify the Container type and

other characteristics related to its type, for the purpose of preparing
container fleet/stotk inventory or for exchange of operational data.

The detailed type code list does not cover all the possible characteristics
of any type of container. Indeed for some types, individual categories
have not been listed at all, as it is considered that further detailed study
is necessary before a satisfactory breakdown can be agreed.

N

Where alternative unassigned code numbers exist and where a code

number is desired for a container having important characteristics
not mentionned in the table below, it is recommended that the highest
unassigned number in the appropriate block be used, pending further

allocation of code numbers by the ISO/TC 104 subcommittees concerned.

w

. Where other characteristics related to the container type are unspecified

or unknown, the container type shall be identified by its group code as
indicated in the column ,Type group code designation".

Type Detailed
Code| Type designation |group Main characteristics type
Code code
G | GENERAL PURPOSE | GP | Opening(s) at one end or GO
CONTAINER both ends.
without ventilation - Passive vents at upper G1
part of cargo space
- Opening(s) at one or both G2
end plus ,full” opening(s)
on one or both sides.
- Opening(s) at one or both G3
ends plus ,partial” opening (s)
on one or both sides.
- (Unassigned) G4, G5
- (Unassigned) G6, G7
- (Unassigned) G8, G9
V | GENERAL PURPOSE | VH | - Non-mechanical system, Vo
CONTAINER vents at lower and upper
with ventilation parts of cargo space.
- (Unassigned}) Vi
- Mechanical ventilation V2
system located internally.
- (Unassigned) V3
- Mechanical ventilation V4
system, located externally.
- (Unassigned) V5, V6
- (Unassigned) V7,V8
- (Unassigned) ']
B | DRY BULK - Closed BO
CONTAINERS
- nonpressurized, BU | Airtight B1
box type - (Unassigned) B2
- pressurized BK | - Horizontal discharge, B3
test pressure 150 kPa (1)
- Horizontal discharge, B4
test pressure 265 kPa (1)
- Tipping discharge, test B5
pressure 150 kPa (1)
- Tipping discharge, test B6
pressure 265 kPa (1).
- (Unassigned) B7,B8
- (Unassigned) B9
S | NAMED CARGO SN | Livestock carrier SO
CONTAINERS - Automobile carrier S1
- Live fish carrier S2
- (Unassigned) S3,54
- (Unassigned) S5 S6
- {Unassigned) S7,58
- (Unassigned) S9
R | THERMAL
CONTAINERS
- Refrigerated RE | - Mechanically refrigerated RO
- Refrigerated and RT | - Mechanically refrigerated R1
heated ! and heated
| = Self powered RS | - Mechanically refrigerated R2
refrigerated /heated - Mechanically refrigerated R3
and heated
- (Unassigned) R4, R5
- (Unassigned) R5, R6
- (Unassigned) R7,R8
- (Unassigned) R9

Type Detailed
Code| Type designation  |group Main characteristics type
Code code
H | THERMAL - Refrigerated and/or HO
CONTAINERS HR heated with removable
Refrigerated and/or equipment located
heated with externally ; heat transfer
removable equipment coefficient K = 0.4 W [ (m_K)
. - Refrigerated and/or H1
heated with removable
equipment located
internally
- Refrigerated andfor H2
heated with removable
equipment located
externally. Heat transfer
coefficient K= 0.7 W / (m_K)
- (Unassigned) H3, H4
Insulated HI | ~-Insulated. Heat transfer H5 |
coefficient K = 0.4 W [ (m_K)
- Insulated. Heat transfer H6
coefficient K= 0.7 W [ (m_K)
- (Unassigned) H7,H8
- (Unassigned) H9
U |OPEN-TOP UT | - Opening(s) at one uo
CONTAINERS or both ends
- Opening(s) at one or both U1
ends, plus removable top
member(s), in end frame(s).
- Opening(s) at one or both U2
ends, plus opening(s) on one |
or both sides.
- Opening(s) at one or both u3
ends, plus opening(s) on one
or both sides plus
removable top member(s) in
end frame(s).
- Opening(s) at one or both U4
ends, plus partial opening
on one side and full
opening on the other side.
- Complete, fixed side and U5
end walls (no doors)
- (Unassigned) us, U7
- (Unassigned) us, U9
P | PLATFORM PL | Platform (container) PO
{CONTAINER) - Platform based
containers with
incomplete
superstructure :
Fixed PF | - Two complete and fixed ends. P1
" - Fixed posts, either P2
free-standing or with
removable top member
Folding PC | - Folding complete P3
(collapsible) end structure
- Folding posts, either P4
free-standing or with
| removable top member
- Platform-based PS | - Open top, open ends (skeletal).| P5
containers with - (Unassigned) P6, P7
complete - (Unassigned) P8, P9
superstructure
T |TANK CONTAINERS
- For nondangerous | TN | - Minimum pressure 45 kPa (1) T0
liquids - Minimum pressure 150 kPa T
- Minimum pressure 265 kPa T2
- For dangerous TD | - Minimum pressure 150 kPa T3
liquids - Minimum pressure 265 kPa T4
~ Minimum pressure 400 kPa 15
- Minimum pressure 600 kPa 16
- For gases TG | - Minimum pressure 910 kPa 17
- Minimum pressure 2200 kPa T8
- Minimum pressure T9
(to be decided).
A | Air/Surface container | AS A0

(1) 100 kPa = 1 bar = 105 Pa = 105 N/m2 = 14,5 Ibffin2
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5.2.3 ISO Country Code (Optional)

The country code consists of two capital letters of the Latin alphabet as es-
tablished by I1SO 3166. It indicates the country where the code is registered,
not the nationality of the owner or operator of the container. The letters of
the code shall not be less than 100 mm high.

AD
AE

BIC-

Andorra, Andorre .
United Arab Emirates,
Emirats Arabes Unis
Afghanistan

Antigua € Barbuda
Anguilla

Albania

Armenia, Arménie
Netherlands Antilles,
Antilles Néerlandaises
Angola

Antartica

Argentina, Argentine
Samoa (American)
Austria, Autriche
Australia, Australie
Aruba

Azerbaidjan
Barbados

Bangladesh

Belgium, Belgique
Burkina Faso
Bulgaria, Bulgarie
Bahrain

Burundi

Benin

Bermuda, Bermudes
Brunei Darussalam
Bolivia, Bolivie

Brazil, Bresil
Bahamas

Bhutan

Botswana

Belarus

Belize

Canada

Cocos & Keelingl Islands
Central African Republic
Congo

Switzerland, Suisse
Ivory Coast, Cote d'lvoire
Cook Islands

Chile, Chili
Cameroon, Cameroun
China, Chine
Colombia, Colombie
Costa Rica

Cuba

Cape Verde, Cap Vert
Christmas Islands
Cyprus, Chypre

Czech Rep., Rép. Tchéque
Germany, Allemagne
Djibouti

Denmark, Danemark
Domenica

Dominican Republic
Algeria, Algerie
Ecuador, Equateur
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Estonia, Estonie

Egypt, Egypte

Spain, Espagne

Ethiopia, Ethiopie

Finland, Finlande

Fiji, Fidji

Falkland Islands, lles Falkland
Faeroe Islands, lles Feroe
France

Gabon

United Kingdom, Royaume Uni
Grenada, Grenade

Georgia, Georgie )
French Guyana, Guyane Frangaise
Ghana

Gibraltar

Greenland, Groenland
Gambia (The)

Guinea

Guadeloupe

Equatorial Guinea,

Guinée Equatoriale

Greece, Gréce

Guatemala

Guam

Guinee Bissau

Hong Kong

Honduras

Croatia, Croatie

Haiti

Hungary, Hongrie
Indonesia, Indonesie
Ireland, Irlande

Israel

India, Inde

Irag

fran

Iceland, Islande
Italy, italie

Jamaica, Jamaique

Jordan, Jordanie

Japan, Japon

Johnston Island

Kenya

Kyrgyzstan, Kirghizistan
Kampuchea

Kiribati

Comoros, Comores

St. Kitts & Nevis

Korea {Democratic)

Korea (Rep. of},Coree (Rép. de)
Kuwait, Koweit

Cayman Islands, lles Cayman
Kazakstan

Lao (P. Dem. Rep)

Lebanon, Liban

St. Lucia

Liechtenstein

Sri Lanka

Coding hereafter is in accordance with 150 3166 and applies to new contai-
ners. Decoding is in accordance with I1SO 3166 but is also given in accor-

dance with ISO 2716 for the purpose of ide

the former 3-letter country code.

LR Liberia

LS Lesotho

LT Lituania, Lithuanie

LU Luxembourg

LV Latvia, Lettonie

LY Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Libye

MA Morocco, Maroc

MC Monaco

MD Moldova

MG Madagascar

Ml Midway Islands,

lles Midway -

MK Macedonia, Macédoine

ML Mali

MN Mongolia

MO Macau, Macao

MQ Martinique

MR Mauritania, Mauritanie

MS Montserrat

MT Malta, Malte

MU Mauritius, Maurice

MV Maldives

MW Malawi

MX Mexico, Mexique

MY Malaysia, Malaisie

MZ Mozambique

NA Namibia, Namibie

NC New Caledonia,
Nouvelle Caledonie

NE Niger

NF  Norfolk Island

NG Nigeria

NI Nicaragua

NL Netherlands, Pays Bas

NO Norway, Norvege

NP Nepal

NR Nauru

NU Niue

NZ New Zealand, Nouvelle Zélande

OM Oman

PA Panama

PC Caroline Mariana
€& Marshall Islands

PE  Peru, Perou

PF  Polynesia (French),
Polynesie Frangaise

PG Papua New Guinea,
Papouasie Nouvelle Guinée

PH Philippines

© PK Pakistan

PL Poland, Pologne

PM St. Pierre & Miquelon
PR Puerto Rico

PT Portugal

PY Paraguay

QA Qatar

RE Reunion

RO Roumania, Roumanie
RU Russia, Russie

RW

Vi

VN
W
WF

ntifying containers marked with

Rwanda

Saudi Arabia, Arabie Saoudite
Solomion Isiands
Seychelles Islands, lles Seychelles
Sudan, Soudan
Sweden, Suéde
Singapore, Singapour
St. Helena, Ste Héléne
Slovenia, Slovénie
Slovakia, Slovaquie
Sierra Leone

San Marino, St Marin
Senegal

Somalia, Somalie
Suriname

Sao Tome €& Principe

El Salvador

Syrian Arab Republic
Swaziland

Turks & Caicos Isl.,

lles Turks € Caiques
Chad, Tchad

Togo )
Thailand, Thailande
Tajikistan, Tadjikistan
Turkmenistan

Tunisia, Tunisie

Tonga

Turkey, Turquie

Trinidad & Tobago
Tuvalu

Taiwan

Tanzania, Tanzanie
Ukraine

Uganda

USA, EUA.

Uruguay

Uzbekistan, Ouzbekistan
St. Vincent & the Grenadines
Venezuela

Virgin Islands (British),
lles Vierges Britanniques
Virgin Islands (US),

lles vierges (US)
Vietnam

Vanuatu

Wallis & Futuna

WK Wake Island

WS

YD
YE
YU
ZA
M
7R

Samoa (indep. state of),
Samoa (Etat Indep. de)
Yemen (Democratic)

Yemen Arab Republic
Yugoslavia, Yougoslavie
South Africa, Afrique du Sud
Zambia

Zaire

ZW Zimbabwe




tions, the symbol depicted below shall be used.
The symbol shall be located in the top left-hand corner of the end walls,
side walls and the roof, where appropriate (see IS0 8323).

The aircraft in the
symbol shall be at
least 130 mm (5 in)
high and 360 mm (14

360 mm (14 in) min.

A
\ 4

. 130
in) long. The stacking 5 in]mm
symbol shall be at least min.
280 mm (11 in) high
and 260 mm (10 in) 80 mm
wide. The recommen- AIR I SURFACE ¢ 3in)
ded proportions should min.
be used. The capital Sl 4
letters shall be at least
80 mm (3 in) high. .
The colour of the sym- (21810i;r)1m
bol should be black. min.
If the colour of the 54
container is such that Nl
the symbol does not A v

show clearly, a panel of
a suitable colour, pre-
ferably white, should
be provided as background.

260 mm (10 in) min.

C. Sign warning of overhead electrical danger

The mandatory sign warning of overhead electrical danger for all containers
equipped with ladders shall consist of a black symbol on a yellow back-
ground, surrounded by a black border
(see example).

The height of the symbol (lightning ?;?n]mm
flash) shall be a minimum of 175 mm min

(6,875 in). The size of the warning
sign, measured between the outside
edges of the black border, shall be not
less than 230 mm (9 in).

The mark shall be located in the area adjacent to the ladder.

D. Height marks for containers
higher than 2,6 m (8 ft 6 in)

Mandatory height marks for containers higher than 2,6 m (8 ft 6 in) consist
of sets of black figures on a yellow background, surrounded by a black
border (see image).

The upper set of figures shall give the height, in metres, to one decimal
place (0,1 m), but shall not indicate less than the actual height.

A. Transfer
Transfers consist of single colour letters and figures to be transferred to the
permanent location on the container and having the following characteristics:

o thickness: 3 to 6/100
® adhesive: permanent

o live: 5 to 7 years
® temperature range: - 50gC to + 1002C

B. Paint

The letters and figures shall be marked in contrasting colours to that used
for the body of container by stencil-plates, using solvent, thinned paint con-
sisting of insoluble pigment dispersed in linseed oil, or drying oils, natural
resins or bitumen of a kind used in the manufacture of paints and enamels.
Liquid paint without solvent which the components react chemically toge-
ther to form a film should not be used. Luminous paints and latex should
not be used.

This marking should have a minimum exterior life of four years.

C. Plastic film

For identification marks and numbers on containers to be considered
durably marked when plastic film is used, compliance with the following
specification is required:

a) A high-quality adhesive shall be used. The film, once applied shall have a
tensile strength lower than its final adhesion so that removal of the film
without destroying it is impossible. Film produced by the cast method of
production meets these requirements.

Film produced by the calender method of production shall not be used.

b) When identification marks and numbers have to be changed, the film to
be replaced shall be removed completely prior to the affixing of the new
film: placing of new film over an existing film shall not be permitted.

These rules apply only to containers agreed by Customs Authorities under
the. provisions of the Customs Convention on Containers (1972).

For existing containers, an interim period of five years is granted as from
January 1, 1988 but we recommend to mark new containers in accordance
with above rule although the rule is due to be applied as from January 1,
1988 only.

Identification markings offering the best guarantees of weather resistance
and firmness of fixing are those having the following characteristics:

- facing surface: cast PV.C. with a maximum thickness of 50 microns

- adhesive: with a permanent acrylic base ensuring a minimum exterior life
of 5 years.

D. Laser marking

A permanent mark may also be produced by laser systems through removing
or changing a microscopically thin layer of surface material. Where reques-
ted to ensure contrast with the body of the container, the marking should
be completed by painting as per B above.
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